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Brief: Investigate the site history at 177 Pūrau Ave, Pūrau, Diamond Harbour. It appears to be a Urupā 
/ Native cemetery and contains a monument to Tiemi Nohomutu. The council owns the land, which has 
been held in trust for Public Purposes and is subject to the Reserves Act 1977.  
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Pūrau reserve 

Websites 

Kā Huru Manu, The Ngāi Tahu Cultural Mapping Project 

 

 

http://www.kahurumanu.co.nz/atlas
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Source 
 
 
 

 

  

http://www.kahurumanu.co.nz/atlas
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Canterbury Maps 

Latest imagery of Pūrau Reserve (captioned by “177”) 

 

Source 

 
Map of reserve and Monolua and Pūrau Avenues (1970-1974) 

 
Source  

https://mapviewer.canterburymaps.govt.nz/
https://mapviewer.canterburymaps.govt.nz/
https://apps.canterburymaps.govt.nz/CanterburyHistoricAerialImagery/
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Book extracts 

Lore and History of the South Island Maori  

Taylor, W. A. 1882-1951 
Christchurch, N.Z. : Bascands, [1952] 
196 p.: ill., plates, ports ;,23 cm. 
Extract p. 61-2 
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Full-text  CCL Catalogue record 
 
 

  

http://nzetc.victoria.ac.nz/tm/scholarly/tei-TayLore-t1-body1-d5.html
https://christchurch.bibliocommons.com/item/show/82508037
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Place names of Banks Peninsula and the Port Hills  

Gordon Ogilvie 
Christchurch : Canterbury University Press,, 2017. 
ISBN: 9781927145937 ;  1927145937  
Extract p. 226 
 

 
 
CCL catalogue record 
 

Living Between Land & Sea: The Bays of Whakaraupo Lyttelton 

Harbour  

Jane Robertson. 
Auckland, N.Z. : Massey University Press [2023] 
391 p.: ill., colour maps, ports, plans ; 29 cm. 
ISBN: 978-1-99-101653-9 
Extract p. 86-89 
 

On 1st October 1846 the Akaroa Police Magistrate wrote out and witnessed a 
Māori lease for the Greenwood brothers. Senior Whakaraupō chief and Pūrau 
resident Tiemi Nohomutu was the lead signatory. The lease extended far 
beyond Pūrau to include about 25,000ha of the hill country around Port Cooper 
- all this for an annual rental of £8. When William Barnard Rhodes purchased 
the lease on 6 July 1847, he was actually acquiring the right to farm all of the 
Port Hills, the Whakaraupō catchment and the whole of the Te Ahu Patiki (Mt 
Herbert) divide. 
 
At much the same time the New Zealand Company was seeking suitable land 
for a new company settlement to be known as ‘Canterbury’. Banks Peninsula 
and the adjacent plains fulfilled many of the necessary criteria. For the New 
Zealand Company to acquire the land, Māori title had to be ‘extinguished’ by 
purchase and Walter Mantell was charged with this task. Mantell presented the 
offer on a ‘take it or leave it’ basis. If the Māori chiefs quibbled they would have 
no claim on the reserves to be set aside for their use. There was no negotiation. 
 
On 10 August 1849 the Port Cooper Deed was signed by Chief Nohomutu and 
17 others. For £200 the Crown received 65,000 acres. The deed transferred ‘all 
the land and all belonging thereto’ to the queen with the exception of 850 acres 

https://christchurch.bibliocommons.com/item/show/979222037
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at Rāpaki and nine acres at Pūrau. All the Pūrau gardens beyond the allotted 
area were to be abandoned after the current crops had been harvested. It 
wasn’t until 1870 that the nine acres was legally confirmed as Native Reserve 
876 Pūrau.[3] Ngāi Tahu not only received inadequate reserve land to support 
their needs, but also lost control of, and access to, their traditional mahinga kai. 
A census in 1857 listed 48 Ngāi Tahu living at Rāpaki, 12 in Taukahara and 12 
in Pūrau. Fifty years later only the Rāpaki kainga remained. 
 
Tiemi Nohomutu died in 1850 and is buried in the public reserve along with at 
least 11 other Ngāi Tahu. That the reserve contains an urupā or Māori burial 
ground is the basis for repeated requests over the past 100 years that the 
reserve come under the ownership and management of Ngāi Tahu. 
CCL catalogue record 

  

https://christchurch.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S37C1409736
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Maps and deed 

Red Map – Purau Native Reserve 876 (1847-1849) 

Reference: R22857839: Archives New Zealand Te Rua Mahara o te Kāwanatanga: 
Ngāi Tahu Archive 
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Source: Kareao 

 

Port Cooper Deed (1849) 

Reference: Harry Charles Evison Collection: Ngāi Tahu Archive 

 

 
 

 

https://kareao.nz/scripts/mwimain.dll?logon&application=ANON_UNION_VIEW&LANGUAGE=144&file=%5bngai_tahu%5dhome.html
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Source: Kareao 

  

https://kareao.nz/scripts/mwimain.dll?logon&application=ANON_UNION_VIEW&LANGUAGE=144&file=%5bngai_tahu%5dhome.html
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Rhodes Mount, Pūrau, Native Reserve in Banks Peninsula (1852) 

Reference: R22668727_04: Archives New Zealand Te Rua Mahara o te Kāwanatanga: 
Ngāi Tahu Archive 
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Source: Kareao 
 

 

Reports and correspondence 

Mt Herbert County Council papers 

Mt Herbert County Council documents outline several approaches by local iwi to 
have the burial ground protected after that land was sold to Christina Gardiner 
in 1914. The burial ground area was designated a public reserve in 1962. These 
county council documents come from an access-restricted file at Archives NZ. 
 

Correspondence between the Commissioner of Crown Lands and the Mt 
Herbert County Council (1915) 
 

 
 

  

https://kareao.nz/scripts/mwimain.dll?logon&application=ANON_UNION_VIEW&LANGUAGE=144&file=%5bngai_tahu%5dhome.html
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Correspondence between the Under Secretary of Lands and the Mt Herbert 
County Council (1915) 
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Correspondence between Commissioner of Crown Lands and Mt Herbert 
County Council (1915) 
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Memorandum prepared for Director-General of Lands (1950) 
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Mt Herbert County Council note (excerpt, 1950) 
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News article in the Star (Christchurch, 1959) 
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Correspondence (excerpt) between Historic Places Trust (North Canterbury 
Committee) and Commissioner of Crown Lands (1959) 
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Map and photographs contained in report by Chief Surveyor Draftsman C. 
Holdsworth (1960) 
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Correspondence between Department of Maori Affairs and Lands and Survey 
Department (1961) 
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Map featuring land designated as public reserve in 1962 
 

 
 

 

Vesting of a reserve approved by the Minister of Lands on January 26, 1962 
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Extract from NZ Gazette (1962) 
 

 
 

Release prepared for Star Sun Newspaper (1965) 
Source for Mt Herbert County Council documents: Archives NZ 

 

 
 

https://www.archives.govt.nz/


 

28 

 

 

Articles 

Summary of news coverage of Pūrau reserve 

Access note: CCL card number and Password/Pin needed to access “The Press” 
articles at Papers Past. The direct links to The Star articles (2018-2019) are active. 

 

Initial press coverage of Pūrau described Tiemi Nohomutu as a “redoubtable 
warrior” on January 5, 1939 (The Press, p.4 supplement) before an article in 
1959 reported that the Mt Herbert County Council was seeking information on a 
Māori burial ground at Pūrau (The Press, October 6, 1959, p.20). The following 
year The Press reported that owners of sections recently subdivided were urged 
to discourage “curio hunters” after “Maori [sic] burials were uncovered last May” 
(September 8, 1960, p.19). Three years later the Herbert County Council gave 
the New Zealand Youth Historic Scientific Research and Recording Society 
(Canterbury branch) permission to excavate a portion of Port Levy Road at 
Pūrau (The Press, August 24, 1963, p.13) before concerns expressed by the 
Māori Affairs Department, the Rapaki Tribal Committee and the Canterbury 
Museum caused the council to withdraw permission for the excavation (The 
Press, August 27, 1963). On June 7, 2018 The Star reported that the Pūrau 
Residents’ Association opposed returning the land to Te Hapū o Ngāti Wheke 
because the association viewed this as an act of “privatisation” (p.16). A week 
later the proposal to return the land to the hapū was supported by Port Hills 
Labour MP Ruth Dyson and National list MP Nuk Korako (The Star, June 14, 
2018, p.19). A year later the Star reported that a revised report would be 
prepared by the Christchurch City Council after Department of Conservation 
staff indicated that the reserve status of the land should not be revoked (The 
Star, September 8, 2019). 
 

Biography 

Tiemi Nohomutu 

 
Donald Couch 
From: Tāngata Ngāi Tahu: People of Ngāi Tahu Volume Two 
Edited by Helen Brown & Michael J. Stevens 
Wellington: Bridget Williams Books, 2022. 
ISBN: 9781990046049  
Extract pp. 159-163 
 

At a time of Ngāi Tahu population loss and displacement, followed by land-sale 
negotiations with Pākehā settlers and the Crown, Tiemi Nohomutu was a key 
leader for Ngāi Tahu in Whakaraupō (Lyttelton Harbour) and wider Te Pātaka-a-
Rākaihautū (Banks Peninsula) during the 1830s and 1840s. His whakapapa is 
from the Ngāti Kurī (Ngāi Tahu) founder of Rāpaki, Te Rakiwhakaputa, and his 

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/CHP19390105.2.22.11?query=Nohomutu&snippet=true
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/CHP19390105.2.22.11?query=Nohomutu&snippet=true
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/CHP19591006.2.169?items_per_page=25&query=Purau+burial+ground&snippet=true
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/CHP19600908.2.184?items_per_page=25&query=Purau+burial+ground&snippet=true
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/CHP19630824.2.162?items_per_page=25&query=Purau+burial+ground&snippet=true
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/CHP19630824.2.162?items_per_page=25&query=Purau+burial+ground&snippet=true
https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/newspapers/CHP19630827.2.166?items_per_page=25&query=Purau+burial+ground&snippet=true
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/read/60578285/the-star-june-07-2018
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/60754646/the-star-june-14-2018
https://www.yumpu.com/en/document/view/60754646/the-star-june-14-2018
https://www.odt.co.nz/star-news/star-christchurch/r%C5%ABnanga-want-former-m%C4%81ori-burial-ground-returned
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wife Te Kuku through their son Wheke and then his son, Te Ihu, the father of 
Nohomutu.  
His mother was Moinana.  Tiemi Nohomutu was born around 1790 and lived at 
Pūrau, where he and his whānau identified their hapū as Ngāti Te 
Rakiwhakaputa. 
Tiemi Nohumutu married Hinetuhi, and they had one daughter, Te Kohuwai, 
who married Paora Taki. This couple in turn had one daughter, Ngaroimata 
(Wikitoria), who has no known descendants. Thus, though he was alive in 1848, 
Nohomutu is not listed in the Ngāi Tahu ‘Blue Book’. He died in 1850, and was 
buried at Pūrau where his headstone may be seen today. Ngāi Tahu 
contemporaries of Tiemi Nohomutu included Te Whakarukeruke (perhaps ten 
years younger), Taununu (d. 1832), Iwikau (d. 1845) and Tangatahara (d. 
1847). A ridge west of Te Poho-o-Tamatea at Rāpaki is named Nohomutu after 
him. 
  

Full-text     CCL Catalogue record 

 
 

The urupā where Tiemi Nohomutu was laid. The picture was taken in December 
2018 by Mark Taylor. Source: Kareao 

https://media.kareao.nz/images/Public/Text/2022-0933-NTB070.pdf
https://christchurch.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S37C1270190
https://kareao.nz/SCRIPTS/MWIMAIN.DLL?get&file=%5bngai_tahu%5dhome.html


 

30 

 

Pūrau and surrounding area 

Aerial photography 

Digital NZ 

V.C. Browne Collection (Pūrau Bay, 1954) 
 

 

Source 

 
  

http://vcbrowne.com/Detailprom.aspx?RID=1473&PID=1485
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Book extracts 

Place names of Banks Peninsula and the Port Hills  

Gordon Ogilvie 
Christchurch : Canterbury University Press,, 2017. 
ISBN: 9781927145937 ;  1927145937  
Extract p. 222 

 
 

Continues p. 222-223 

 

 
CCL catalogue record 
 

https://christchurch.bibliocommons.com/item/show/979222037
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Banks Peninsula:  cradle of Canterbury  

Gordon Ogilvie 
Christchurch : Phillips & King Publishers, rev. ed., 2010. 
ISBN: 9780958331579 
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CCL catalogue record 

 
 

Reports 

Ngāi Tahu Land Report (1991) 

Ngāi Tahu Land Report [WAI 27], 1312p. 
Wellington: Waitangi Tribunal, Department of Justice 
 
Port Cooper and Port Levy  
Mantell's actions in the Port Cooper and Port Levy purchases were also the 
subject of complaint. The claimants alleged that Mantell was sent to "carry 
matters with a high hand", that he falsely asserted that the Crown already 
owned the peninsula, and that the Crown did nothing to rectify this (no 5). 
Mantell, they claimed, conducted his proceedings as an award. Price and 
reserves were non-negotiable, and as a consequence Ngāi Tahu were denied a 
fair price and adequate reserves and resources for their continued sustenance 
and prosperity (no 6). This led them to abandon the Port Levy and Port Cooper 
blocks, apart from their inadequate Port Levy, Purau and Rapaki reserves (no 
7) (Ngāi Tahu, 1991, p.95). 
It took five weeks of discussions with Ngai Tahu before he was able to induce 
them to agree to the Port Cooper purchase. In discussions over reserves 
Mantell was prepared to act unilaterally. At Purau he instructed the surveyor, 
Carrington, to mark out the reserve without Ngai Tahu consent, forcing them to 
abandon gardens not included in the reserve. Negotiations were difficult and 
intense: Ngai Tahu demanding that their title be recognised, and Mantell 

https://christchurch.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S37C536656
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insisting that he had the right to determine the limited reserves and the 
payments he was prepared to offer. Ngai Tahu bargained vigorously  
and at length, but finally accepted Mantell's proposals. The Port Cooper deed 
was signed on 10 August 1849, involving 59,000 acres for which the Crown 
paid œ200 (Ngāi Tahu, 1991, p.95). 
In the allocation of reserves in Port Cooper, Mantell acted with similar arbitrary  
disregard of Ngai Tahu wishes or needs. The Purau reserve comprised only 
nine acres, and Mantell insisted that gardens beyond the reserve be 
abandoned. Although the tribunal had no figures for the population of the Port 
Cooper block in 1849, the population given in a census eight years later shows 
that only 11.8 acres per head was reserved, and very little of this was good 
land. This was grossly inadequate, especially given the poor quality of most of 
this land (Ngāi Tahu, 1991, p.101). 
A third early run was established by three Greenwood brothers at Motunau. 
They had previously been occupying Purau Bay in Port Cooper. It is thought 
they built a homestead at Motunau in 1845 and cattle were driven there from 
Banks Peninsula in September 1847. By January 1850 the property was 
carrying some 1450 sheep, 140 head of cattle and 40 pigs (M5:14-16) (Ngāi 
Tahu, 1991, p.660). 
The first portion reserved for us is the land at Purau estimated to contain nine 
acres as surveyed by Mr Octavius Carrington Surveyor and as pointed out to 
Tiemi Nohomutu, to Kautuanui, to Tami Tukutuku and to Tiemi Kokorau in the 
presence of Joseph Thomas Esqre on the 25 July 1849 (Ngāi Tahu, 1991, 
p.1095). 
CCL catalogue record and full-text 
 

 

Ka Pakihi Whakatekateka o Waitaha: The Archaeology of 

Canterbury in Maori Times  

 
Challis, Adrian J. 
Science & Research Series No.89, Department of Conservation, 1995 
Extract from Appendix 3: Moa remains from archaeological sites, p.87 

 

Archaeological site M36/7 Pūrau midden Moa bones, indicates settlement of 
Pūrau c. 1250. 
CCL catalogue record 
 
 

  

https://christchurch.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S37C1010530
https://christchurch.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S37C197480
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Banks Peninsula: Contextual historical overview and thematic 

framework 

 
Louise Beaumont, Matthew Carter & John Wilson 
Report prepared for Christchurch City Council, 2014 
Extract p.44. 
 
The first settlers to Banks Peninsula / Te Pataka o Rakaihautū, the Waitaha, 
arrived from eastern Polynesia around 1250 AD .... These colonists brought 
with them a suite of traditional technologies and skills that they applied to the 
new raw materials at their disposal. Archaeological investigation has revealed 
that this fusion created a unique material culture assemblage incorporating local 
stone sources, and moa, seal and whale bone to create both functional and 
ornamental artefacts. Archaeological sites on Banks Peninsula from this period 
are rare and typically small but are to be found at Purau, Pigeon Bay, 
Tumbledown Bay and Takamatua (Beaumont, Carter & Wilson, 2014, p.44). 
CCL catalogue record and full-text  
 

Banks Peninsula Landscape Study 

Dan Witter & Boffa Miskell 
Report prepared for Christchurch City Council, 2007 
Extract p.11. 
 

 
 
CCL catalogue record and full-text  
 
 

  

https://christchurch.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S37C988139
https://christchurch.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S37C520730
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Evaluation of the Customary Fisheries Management of Shellfish in 

the Canterbury Region 

Mudunaivalu, Kusitino 
Environmental Sciences, Master of Science, University of Canterbury, 2013 

 
Abstract 
During the last twenty years there has been a growing recognition of the need 
to protect shellfish populations all over the world. In New Zealand, customary 
management tools such as rehab (temporary closures) and mātaitai reserves 
provide an important management strategy, allowing shellfish populations to be 
managed and protected in coastal waters. This thesis examined the cultural 
management of shellfish in three Māori reserves in the Canterbury region, at 
Rāpaki, Port Levy and Kaikōura. The study measured the population 
characteristics of three key shellfish species that are important to Māori within 
the reserves and compared them with similar non-reserve sites. The shellfish 
populations were assessed using both scientific methods and cultural 
evaluations using traditional ecological knowledge (TEK). The scientific 
methods involved assessments of the abundance; size structure and condition 
index of pipis (Paphies australis), cockles (Austrovenus stutchburyi) and cats 
eyes (Turbo smaragdus). Semi-structured interviews were used to gather 
indigenous knowledge from kaumatua and kaitiaki on the abundance of shellfish 
and the state of their customary fisheries. The findings from the scientific 
research indicated that the customary reserves had higher shellfish abundance, 
larger individuals and higher abundance of harvestable size shellfish. The result 
of the cultural assessments suggested that there are enough shellfish in the 
three reserves to satisfy the customary needs of the communities. The kaitiaki 
acknowledged that the abundance and sizes of shellfish had been greater and 
larger in the past compared to the present. They have observed an increase in 
both size and abundance of shellfish since the customary reserves have been 
put in place. This study showed that scientific monitoring can provide important 
information about the structure and distribution of shellfish and that this is 
critical for sustainable management. The research findings indicated that 
scientific monitoring and TEK information can compliment each other for 
improved customary fishery management. The thesis research concluded that 
differences in shellfish populations between the reserves and non-reserve sites 
may be due, not only to the customary management, but a variety of complex 
factors that will require further monitoring. This research, however, provided 
baseline data about shellfish populations which can be used to monitor future 
changes. From a cultural perspective the customary management is conserving 
shellfish populations and therefore is successful at fulfilling the customary 
needs of the three Māori communities. 
Full-text 
 

  

https://ir.canterbury.ac.nz/items/28914269-16fd-45d9-a20a-8ab92420722d
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The benthic ecology and community structure in Lyttelton Harbour, 

Christchurch, New Zealand 

Knight, Grant 
Master of Science, University of Canterbury, 1971 

 
Abstract: 
Lyttelton Harbour, one of the many shallow, muddy bottomed inlets around the 
New Zealand coast, has a number of unusual features that affect the enclosed 
water. The harbour's location and the volcanic origin of Banks Peninsula affect 
the water temperatures, turbulence, turbidity, and the current directions and 
intensity, (Fig.1). These are detailed in the following chapters. The volcanic 
material, along with the loess coating the hills around the harbour, has a 
controlling effect on the amount and type of sediment on the seafloor, The 
fauna living in and on the substrate must be considered in relation to the, 
physical characteristics of the environment before any conclusions on the 
existence of possible communities may be formulated. The first section details 
the methods used in the analysis of these characteristics and the equipment 
used to sample the fauna. 
Full-text 
 
 

  

https://ir.canterbury.ac.nz/bitstream/handle/10092/7388/knight_thesis.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
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Articles 

Recent news coverage in the Pūrau area 

The Pūrau Bay Holiday Park closed in 2009 (Stuff, June 7, 2009) and the 
Canterbury earthquake of September 4, 2010 damaged the Pūrau Homestead 
built in 1853. Repairs began in February 2011 (The Press, p.A5. Access note: 
CCL card number & password/Pin required at Aust/NZ Reference Centre) and 
the homestead, listed by Heritage New Zealand, is still occupied. Rising sea 
levels may cause some roads at Pūrau to be moved in the future (The Press, 
October 18, 2023) and the Hidden Valley Conservation Trust is restoring the 
natural habitat of 72ha between Pūrau and Mt Evans (Dominion Post, January 
28, 2023, p.B3. Access note: CCL card number & password/Pin required at 
Aust/NZ Reference Centre).    

 
The Pūrau Homestead. Source: Heritage NZ 

 

 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/the-press/2267705/Paradise-lost-in-Purau-Rising-costs
https://web-p-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.christchurchcitylibraries.com/ehost/search/basic?vid=0&sid=b83f22a2-1ee8-4cd6-9440-34c919e925f9%40redis
https://www.heritage.org.nz/list-details/280/Listing
https://www.thepress.co.nz/climate-change/350093312/adapting-sea-level-rise-lyttelton-harbour-costly
https://web-p-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.christchurchcitylibraries.com/ehost/search/basic?vid=0&sid=b83f22a2-1ee8-4cd6-9440-34c919e925f9%40redis
https://www.heritage.org.nz/list-details/280/Listing

