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Oral Submission to the CCC Long Term Plan

Relocate the proposed Linwood
Avonside Drive Stormwater Ponds

Presented by:
Greg Partridge, Richmond, Christchurch
May 2024
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 Appendix 13.14.6 of the Otakaro Avon River Corridor Regeneration Plan has
identified a narrow strip of land on Avonside Drive, between Stanmore Road and
Linwood Avenue, on which a series of stormwater detention ponds are proposed
to be constructed.

OARC Regeneration Plan
Stormwater Ponds on Avonside Drive
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Improving River Water Quality
 Christchurch City Council staff have confirmed the following:
 Street sumps and gutter grates are all that’s preventing raw,

untreated stormwater and road runoff from entering the river
in the catchment area.

 Stormwater pipes discharge into the drains and streams that
feed the Avon, and directly into the river itself.

 None of the stormwater pipe outlets are fitted with pollution
filter nets or socks and the total number of stormwater outlet pipes
that pour into Christchurch waterways is unknown by the City Council.

 The intention of the stormwater ponds is for rainwater
to collect, allowing sediment and pollutants to settle
before the stormwater is then permitted to discharge
into the Otakaro Avon River.
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Tree Canopy Destruction
 The allocated site for the proposed stormwater

ponds is studded with well established trees that
would be destroyed.

 Last year, at no cost to the
Christchurch City Council, an
additional 60 native trees and shrubs
were purchased and planted on the
land in an effort to further increase
biodiversity, boost habitat for native
wildlife, and to assist with ground
stabilisation.
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Council Staff want these gone
…..including the native trees

Didn’t Christchurch declare a Climate & Ecological Emergency?
Don’t we want to increase tree canopy, not reduce it?
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High Liquefaction Vulnerability Risk and
Increased Likelihood and Severity of Ground Damage
Christchurch City Council commissioned Tonkin + Taylor to prepare a liquefaction vulnerability map
which follows the most recent national liquefaction guidance.
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Infrastructure and Land Damage

Liquefaction and Lateral Spread
is costly
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Relocate the Stormwater Ponds
Reduce the CCC’s vulnerability and exposure to future
Financial Risk and Infrastructure Damage
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 Nearby alternative blocks of vacant
land are already free of trees.

 None will need to be felled on
these barren blocks to allow for
the stormwater ponds to be
constructed.

Construct stormwater ponds on land
where no trees need to be felled
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 Construct the stormwater ponds on land that exposes
the Council to less financial risk in the future.

 Construct the stormwater ponds on land that is already bare.

 Don’t fell the trees – it’s a cost to Christchurch Rate Payers and
the environment.

Be Fiscally Responsible
Be Environmentally Responsible
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Thank you
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